Chapter XXIII

RETURN TO  THE HADHRAMAUT AND
THE FIRST MOVE

Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, 'I will get me to the mountain

of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincense.                   $ONG Op SOLOMON.

*

___ be deaf unto the suggestions of Tale-bearers, Caluntniators} Pick-Thank or
Malevolent Delators, who, while quiet Men sleep , sowing the tares of discord and
n) distract the tranquillity of Charity and all Friendly Society.

SIR THOMAS BROWNE.

BACK in Aden, it was pleasant to know that we were definitely going to
the Hadhramaut again. Immediately on our first return from the Hadhra-
maut I had made certain recommendations for the future of the country.
In the west of the Protectorate the chiefs and tribesmen had seemed to fbmlc
that money and a supply of arms was the remedy for all ills. But away in
the east where they had not got used to the bounties of Aden, I found
grave-faced men who deplored the anarchy of their country and discussed
mainly the possibilities of getting the Government to assist in other ways.
They considered that they could rightly expect assistance as they were under
British protection. They did not appreciate, nor could they have been
expected to, that the degree of interest which Aden could take in them
varied in inverse ratio with their distance from the seat of Government.
Technically, and from the treaty point of view, all the Sultanates and
Sheikhdoms comprised in the term Aden Protectorate from Husn Murad
in the west to Ras Dharbat * Ali in the east, and into the interior were on an
equal footing: their treaties said that Her Majesty extended to them Her
Gracious favour and protection on condition of their not ceding their
territories or tolerating any interference from any other Power. In fact,
the Qu'aiti, whose Protectorate Treaty was dated 1886, was even more
protected, for by an earlier treaty of 1882 he had bound himself to
by British advice not only in his dealings with foreign Powos
aeighbouring tribes. But, with the tiny political staff of the